GANDttlAN SYMBOLS
from his set goal. Moreover, life for him was a series of
experiments with Truth. His was the unchartered way of
the pioneer, rugged and hazardous, which could not be trod
without due preparation and support. The stick reveals
him as the true path-finder that he was.
Still another significance attaches to the stick. It was not
the fashionable walking stick of city-people, but the plain
long bamboo rod carried by villagers. It was the insignia
of a peasant, and Gandhiji always regarded himself as a
farmer. It will be remembered that in the early days of
Civil Disobedience when the trying magistrate asked him
what his occupation was, he replied that he was a farmer.
This was not said for mere effect or as a joke. For Gandhiji
soon gave up his work as a barrister and started the Tolstoy
Farm in South Africa, where he sought to establish a colony
of people who were prepared to practise his ideal of bread-
labour and simplicity of life. Ever since, he lived and
worked as a villager for the villagers. He identified himself
with them. He thought as they thought. Their problems
were his problems; their cause his cause. The loin-cloth
and the stick were typical of village folk, and when adopted
by him because of his heart-identity with them, made him
one with them also outwardly.
The over-all picture which these Gandhian symbols
present is of one completely self-disciplined, who lived and
"worked for the poor and the down-trodden, and was devoted
to the highest ethical principles. Idealist therefore Gandhiji
certainly was, but his genius lay not so much in his idealism
as in his fundamental grasp of the realities of a situation,
and in his applying the ideal immediately to transform the
environment. He was essentially a man of action, who took
his ideals seriously and put them into practice irrespective
of consequences. He was therefore necessarily a rebel and a
revolutionary, but a constructive revolutionary who was
interested in building rather than in destroying, His
uniqueness lay iix the fact that all his action, whether
revolutionary or constructive, was based on non-violence, so